Guidelines, and the local licensing authority (College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada). The questions consist of either multiple choice (one correct answer in four choices) or true/false choices.
One of the most challenging steps is finding a way to send medical images. These files are usually very large and take a long time to open. If they are turned into tiff files, they are easier to open and remain diagnostic. It would be simpler to obtain images if they could be captured directly from a picturing archiving and communication system (PACS). In fact, this may be the way this project evolves in the future.
The module is sent as an E-mail message to each participant who chooses a user name and password to access the module. Once completed, the module is submitted to the server for grading. Questions about difficulties with the examination are always included in the modules for ongoing improvement. Individual results are provided along with the correct answers and web sites pertinent to the subject of the module. Personal results are described asa percentile, so one can determine out how he/she performed compared with the others taking the test. Everyone who participates receives documentation of their participation as required by the recertification program.
The results are stored according to user name and password in a relational database.
The Alberta Pilot program has not been running long enough to postulate how successful it will be for continuing professional development. The major problems are funding and personal time required to run the program. Formatting images can be accomplished with a good scanner and software.
Professional development including education can be done easily on the Internet if time is taken to educate the intended audience. 
